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SUBJECT: MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT CENSORS FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW 
REF: KUALA LUMPUR 5239 (NOTAL) 

1 . IN THE FIRST INSTANCE OF ITS KIND SINCE DATUK HUSSEIN ONN TOOK 
OVER AS PRIME MINISTER IN JANUARY OF THIS YEAR, THE GOM HAS BLACKED 
OUT PART OF A STORY IN THE SEPT 17 EDITION OF THE "FAR EASTERN 
ECONOMIC REVIEW." ON PAGE 6, A BOX CONTAINING WHAT APPEARS TO BE 

A SLOGAN OR AN EXCERPT FROM AN OBITUARY ON CHAIRMAN MAO BY 
EDITOR DEREK DAVIES HAS BEEN INKED OUT QON ALL FEER COPIES IN 
MALAYSIA. WE PRESUME THAT THE OFFENSIVE MATERIAL HAD SOMETHING 
TO DO WITH GOM SENSITIVITIES OVER SECURITY, AND, IF SO, IS 
FURTHER EVIDENCE OF THE CAREFUL APPROACH THE MALAYSIANS ARE TAKING 
IN REACTING TO THE CHAIRMAN'S DEMISE (REFTEL). 

2. REQUEST HONG KONG PROVIDE US WITH THE TEXT OF THE 
DELETED MATERIAL. 
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3. CONTRARY TO OUR OWN, EARLY, ESTIMATE THAT THE CROWDS AT 
THE PRC EMBASSY PAYING TRIBUTE TO MAO ARE SMALLER THAN 
THOSE FOR CHOU EN-LAI. THE POLICE NOW ESTIMATE THAT THERE 
HAVE BEEN AN AVERAGE OF 400-500 PEOPLE PER DAY AT THE 
EMBASSY DURING THIS EIGHT DAY MOURNING PERIOD COMPARED WITH 
300-400 PER DAY DURING THE TWO DAY PERIOD FOR CHOU IN 
JANUARY. HOWEVER, THE VISITORS FOR MAO, VIRTUALLY ALL ETHNIC 
CHINESE, HAVE BEEN APPRECIABLE YOUNGER THAN THOSE FOR CHOU. 

UNDERHILL 
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